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Worship Booklet for Sheltering-in-Place 

=== Modified Morning Prayer === 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent:  March 21, 2021 

The Season of Lent 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Introduction – Rev. Dr. Lois Williams 
 

Opening Hymn – Gather #281, "Eternal Lord of Love," v. 1 & 3 
 

 Verse 1: 

 Eternal Lord of love, behold your Church, 

 Walking once more the pilgrim way of love, 

 Led by your cloud by day, by night your fire, 

 Moved by your love and t’ward your presence bent: 

 Far off yet here the goal of all desire. 

 

     Verse 3: 

     If dead in you, so in you we arise, 

     You the firstborn of all the faithful dead; 

     And as through stony ground the green shoots break, 

     Glorious in springtime dress of leaf and flower, 

     So in the Father’s glory shall we wake. 

 

Officiant Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his 

 cross and follow me.”   Mark 8:34 

 

The Decalogue 
 

Officiant Hear the commandments of God to his people:   
 

I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage.   

You shall have no other gods but me.     Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not make for yourself any idol.    Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy.    Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

Honor your father and your mother     Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit murder.     Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not commit adultery.     Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not steal.       Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not be a false witness.     Amen.  Lord have mercy. 
 

You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.  Amen.  Lord have mercy. 

 

Officiant Jesus said, “The first commandment is this:  Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God 

 is the only Lord.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 

 with all your mind, and with all your strength.  The second is this:  Love your 

 neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment greater than these.” 
 Matthew 22:37-40 
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Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

All  Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone.  

 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

 have mercy on us and forgive us;  

 that we may delight in your will,  

 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name.   Amen.  
 

Priest  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

 in eternal life.  Amen.  
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  

Response And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Officiant  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  Come let us adore him. 

 

 

Venite        Psalm 95:1-7     Venite, exultemus 
 

A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together 
 

 Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  

     let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  

 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  

     and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  
 

 For the Lord is a great God, *  

     and a great King above all gods.  

 In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  

     and the heights of the hills are his also.  

 The sea is his, for he made it, *  

     and his hands have molded the dry land.  
 

 Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  

     and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  

 For he is our God,  

     and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *  

 Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!  
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Psalm       Psalm 119:9-16     In quo corrigit? 

A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together 

 How shall a young man cleanse his way? * 

  By keeping to your words. 

 With my whole heart I seek you; * 

  let me not stray from your commandments. 

 I treasure your promise in my heart, * 

  that I may not sin against you. 

 Blessed are you, O Lord; * 

  instruct me in your statutes. 

 With my lips will I recite * 

  all the judgments of your mouth. 

 I have taken greater delight in the way of your decrees * 

  than in all manner of riches. 

 I will meditate on your commandments * 

  and give attention to your ways. 

 My delight is in your statutes; * 

  I will not forget your word. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Old Testament – Jeremiah 31:31-34 

Reader: 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.  But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord:  I will put my law within them, and I will 

write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  No longer shall 

they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember 

their sin no more.  

Reader:       The Word of the Lord. 

Response    Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle – Hebrews 5:5-10 

Reader: 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said 

to him,  
 
 

 “You are my Son,  

 today I have begotten you”; 
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as he says also in another place, 
 

 “You are a priest forever,  

 according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to 

the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 

submission.  Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having 

been made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been 

designated by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord. 

Response    Thanks be to God. 
 

[Celtic Alleluia omitted during Lent] 

 

The Gospel – John 12:20-33 
 

Officiant   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to John. 

Response  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to 

Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip 

went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The 

hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.  Those 

who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life.  

Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also.  Whoever 

serves me, the Father will honor. 

“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’?  No, it is 

for this reason that I have come to this hour.  Father, glorify your name.”  Then a voice came 

from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  The crowd standing there heard it 

and said that it was thunder.  Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  Jesus answered, “This 

voice has come for your sake, not for mine.  Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 

this world will be driven out.  And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to 

myself.”  He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

Officiant The Gospel of our Savior. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

 

A Reflection – Rev. Lois 

 

 

14    A Song of Penitence    Kyrie Pantokrator  

 Prayer of Manasseh, 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15 
 

Reader and People together 
 

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, * 

 God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

 and of all their righteous offspring: 

You made the heavens and the earth, * 

 with all their vast array. 
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All things quake with fear at your presence; * 

 they tremble because of your power. 

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; * 

 it surpasses all that our minds can fathom. 
 

O Lord, you are full of compassion, * 

 long-suffering, and abounding in mercy. 

You hold back your hand; * 

 you do not punish as we deserve. 

In your great goodness, Lord, 

you have promised forgiveness to sinners, * 

 that they may repent of their sin and be saved. 
 

And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, * 

 and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness. 

I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, * 

 and I know my wickedness only too well. 

Therefore I make this prayer to you: * 

 Forgive me, Lord, forgive me. 

Do not let me perish in my sin, * 

 nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 

For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, * 

 and in me you will show forth your goodness. 

Unworthy as I am, you will save me, 

in accordance with your great mercy, * 

 and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life. 

For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, * 

 and yours is the glory to ages of ages.  Amen. 

 

The Apostles' Creed  
A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together  
 

 We believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth;  

 We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

     He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again.  

    He ascended into heaven,  

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins  

    and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
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Officiant  The Lord be with you.  

Response  And also with you.  

Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

All Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your Name,  

  your kingdom come,  

   your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.  
 

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  
 

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Officiant  Let us now pray: 
 

Suffrage B 
A Reader leads each versicle (V.) and the People respond (R.) : 
 

 V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

 R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

 V.    Day by day we bless you;  

 R.    We praise your Name for ever.  

 V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  

 R.    Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.  

 V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  

 R.    For we put our trust in you.  

 V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  

 R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 

The Doxology 
 

All Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Reader:   God of the Cross, in losing our lives we find them in you.  In sharing our time and 

 treasure, we receive the blessings of your Kingdom.  Use these gifts we have 

 made to Christ the Lord Church toward your holy work of peace, justice, and 

 service in the world.  Amen. 
 

At this time, please add your prayers for yourself and the world, and thanks for God’s blessings, 

out loud or in the chat.  
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The Collect of the Day 

Officiant: Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of  

  sinners:  Grant your people grace to love what you command and desire what you  

  promise; that, among the swift and varied changes of the world, our hearts may  

  surely there be fixed where true joys are to be found; through Jesus Christ our  

  Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for  

  ever.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer Commemorating The Annunciation     March 25 
 

Reader: Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of 

  your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his  

  cross and passion be brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns  

  with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Grace 
 

Reader: Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this  

  new day:  Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor  

  be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your  

  purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Mission 
 

Reader: Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the  

  cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace:  So  

  clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those  

  who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your  

  Name.  Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People together  
 

 Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

    we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

    for all your goodness and loving-kindness  

    to us and to all whom you have made.  

 We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

    and all the blessings of this life;  

    but above all for your immeasurable love  

    in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

    for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  

    that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

    not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

    by giving up ourselves to your service,  

    and by walking before you  

    in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

    through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

    to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,   

    be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  [KRIS-us-tum] 
 

Reader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our  

  common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved  

  Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  

  midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for  

  us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life  

  everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
 

Response  Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn – Gather #507, “Never the Blade Shall Rise,” v. 1 & 3 
 

Verse 1:      Refrain 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth,  For the grain of wheat produces much fruit, 

falls to the earth and dies,    but only if it dies. 

it remains only a grain of wheat   Unless a grain of wheat falls to the earth, 

and never the blade shall rise.    never the blade shall rise. 

(to Refrain) 
 

    Verse 3: 

    If anyone would serve me, 

    come and follow me; 

    come and follow me; 

    where I am, there will my servant be. 

    (to Refrain) 

 

Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

 Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.     2 Corinthians 13:14 

 

Announcements  

 

e-Giving Page for Christ the Lord Church  
 

 If you’d like to help support Christ the Lord with an online donation to  
 

 Priest’s Discretionary Fund  

 Memorial Patio  

 Memorial Fund 

 OR make a pledge payment  

 OR help our neighbors by making a contribution to  

Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano,  
 

 please visit https://givingtools.com/give/3479.  
 

 Your compassion, thoughtfulness, and generosity are much appreciated. Thank you!  

 

 

Don’t forget to join us for virtual coffee hour after the service through Zoom!  

Check your email from Sandy for details. 

https://givingtools.com/give/3479

