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Worship Booklet for Sheltering-in-Place 

=== Morning Prayer === 

The Third Sunday of Easter:  April 18, 2021 

The Season of Easter 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE 

 

Introduction – Rev. Dr. Lois Williams 
 

Opening Hymn – Hymnal #435, "At the Name of Jesus," v. 1, 2 & 5 
 

   Verse 1:    Verse 2: 

  At the Name of Jesus    Humbled for a season, 

  every knee shall bow,   to receive a Name 

  every tongue confess him   from the lips of sinners, 

  King of glory now;   unto whom he came, 

  ’tis the Father’s pleasure   faithfully he bore it 

  we should call him Lord,  spotless to the last, 

  who from the beginning   brought it back victorious, 

  was the mighty Word.   when from death he passed; 
 

     Verse 5: 

    In your hearts enthrone him; 

    there let him subdue 

    all that is not holy, 

    all that is not true; 

    crown him as your Captain 

    in temptation’s hour; 

    let his will enfold you 

    in its light and power. 

 

Officiant If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

 Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.   Colossians 3:1 
 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  
 

All  Most merciful God,  

 we confess that we have sinned against you  

 in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone.  

 We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  

 have mercy on us and forgive us;  

 that we may delight in your will,  

 and walk in your ways,  

 to the glory of your Name.   Amen.  
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Priest  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 

 in eternal life.  Amen.  
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips.  

Response And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

All  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
 

Officiant  Alleluia.  The Lord is risen indeed:  Come let us adore him.  Alleluia. 
 

Christ our Passover    Pascha nostrum    

1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 
 

 

A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together 
 

 Alleluia. 

 Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; * 

  therefore let us keep the feast, 

 Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, * 

  but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.  Alleluia. 
 

 Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; * 

  death no longer has dominion over him. 

 The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; * 

  but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

 So also consider yourselves dead to sin, * 

  and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Alleluia. 
 

 Christ has been raised from the dead, * 

  the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 For since by a man came death, * 

  by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 

 For as in Adam all die, * 

  so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  Alleluia. 
 

Psalm       Psalm 4     Cum invocareum 

A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together 

 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 

  you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 

  have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 

  how long will you worship dumb idols 

  and run after false gods?" 

 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 

  when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 

 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 

  speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
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 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 

  and put your trust in the Lord. 

 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 

  Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 

 You have put gladness in my heart, * 

  more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 

  for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

   as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

The New Testament – Acts 3:12-19 

Reader:  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 

us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?  The God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom 

you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him.  

But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and 

you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.  To this we are witnesses.  And by 

faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the 

faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.  In this way God 

fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer.  Repent 

therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”  

Reader:       The Word of the Lord. 

Response    Thanks be to God. 

 

The Epistle – 1 John 3:1-7 

Reader:  A reading from the first letter of John. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 

we are.  The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are 

God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is this:  when 

he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have this hope in 

him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  You know that he was 

revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  No one who abides in him sins; no one 

who sins has either seen him or known him.  Little children, let no one deceive you.  Everyone 

who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 

Reader:       The Word of the Lord. 

Response    Thanks be to God. 
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*Gradual -- Celtic Alleluia 
After a brief introduction, sing two times through 

 

 
 

 

The Gospel – Luke 24:36b-48 
 

Officiant   The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
 

Response  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.”  They were 

startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you 

frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?  Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is 

I myself.  Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”  

And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.  While in their joy they were 

disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”  They gave 

him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.  

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 

that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

You are witnesses of these things.  

Officiant The Gospel of our Savior. 

Response  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

A Reflection – Rev. Lois 

 
12     The Song of Creation     Benedicite, omnia opera Domini 

         Song of the Three Young Men, 35-65 

Reader and People together 
 

Invocation  
 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
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II    The Earth and its Creatures 
 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  

and all that grows upon the earth, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, *  

    O whales and all that move in the waters.  

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
 

Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, *  

    and all you flocks and herds.  

O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, *  

    praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
 

The Apostles' Creed  
A Reader leads the recitation 

Reader and People together  
 

 We believe in God, the Father almighty,  

     creator of heaven and earth;  

 We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

      He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

     He descended to the dead.  

    On the third day he rose again.  

    He ascended into heaven,  

         and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

    He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic Church,  

    the communion of saints,  

    the forgiveness of sins  

    and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  

Response  And also with you.  

Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

All Our Father in heaven,  

  hallowed be your Name,  

  your kingdom come,  
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   your will be done,  

        on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins  

  as we forgive those  

  who sin against us.  
 

 Save us from the time of trial  

  and deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power,  

  and the glory are yours  

  now and for ever.  Amen.  
 

Officiant  Let us now pray: 
 

Suffrage A 

A Reader leads each versicle (V.) and the People respond (R.) : 
 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R.    And grant us your salvation. 

V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  

R.    Let your people sing with joy. 

V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  

R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 

R.    Your saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 

R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Doxology 
 

All Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise God, all creatures here below; 

 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

Reader:   Holy God, thank you for making Jesus the Author of life, whom you raised from the 

 dead.  You still do marvelous miracles of forgiveness, bringing healing and new life 

 in our midst.  We know that these gifts don't come from our power or piety, but by  

 your goodness.  Let our offerings to Christ the Lord Church contribute to the 

 ongoing work of your servant Jesus, here and now.  Amen. 
 

At this time, please add your prayers for yourself and the world, and thanks for God’s blessings, 

out loud or in the chat.  

 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant: O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of  

  bread:  Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming  
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  work; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and  

  ever.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer for the Conservation of Natural Resources     for Earth Day, April 22 
 

Reader: Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow  

  workers in your creation:  Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources  

  of nature, that no one may suffer from our abuse of them and that generations yet  

  to come may continue to praise you for your bounty; through Jesus Christ our  

  Lord.  Amen. 
 

A Prayer for Rain 
 

Reader: O God, heavenly Father, who by your Son Jesus Christ has promised to all those  

  who seek your kingdom and its righteousness all things necessary to sustain their  

  life:  Send us in this time of need such an amount of rain and showers, that we  

  may be spared another season of drought, to our safety and comfort and to your  

  honor; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A Collect for Mission 
 

Reader: Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the  

  cross that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace:  So  

  clothe us in your Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those  

  who do not know you to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your  

  Name.  Amen. 
 

The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People together  
 

 Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  

    we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  

    for all your goodness and loving-kindness  

    to us and to all whom you have made.  

 We bless you for our creation, preservation,  

    and all the blessings of this life;  

    but above all for your immeasurable love  

    in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  

    for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
 

 And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  

    that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  

    not only with our lips, but in our lives,  

    by giving up ourselves to your service,  

    and by walking before you  

    in holiness and righteousness all our days;  

    through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

    to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,   

    be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  
 

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom  [KRIS-us-tum] 
 

Reader: Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our  

  common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved  

  Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the  
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  midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for  

  us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life  

  everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
 

Response  Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn – Gather #511, “I Danced in the Morning,” v. 1, 3, 4 & 5 
 

 Verse 1:     Verse 3: 

 I danced in the morning   I danced on the Sabbath 

 when the world was begun,   and I cured the lame: 

 And I danced in the moon   The holy people said 

 and the stars and the sun,   it was a shame. 

 And I came down from heaven  They whipped and they stripped 

 and I danced on the earth;   and they hung me high, 

 At Bethlehem     And left me there  

 I had my birth.     on a cross to die. 

 (to Refrain)     (to Refrain) 

 

   Refrain: 

   Dance then wherever you may be; 

   I am the Lord of the dance, said he, 

   And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be, 

   And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

 

 Verse 4:     Verse 5: 

slower I danced on a Friday    They cut me down 

 when the sky turned black;   and I leapt up high; 

 It’s hard to dance    I am the life 

 with the devil on your back.   that’ll never, never die; 

 They buried my body    I’ll live in you 

 and they thought I’d gone;   if you’ll live in me: 

a tempo But I am the dance    I am the Lord 

 And I still go on.    of the Dance, said he. 

 (to Refrain)       (to Refrain) 

 

Officiant Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

 or imagine:  Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in 

 Christ Jesus for ever and ever.  Amen.     Ephesians 3:20,21 

 
 

Announcements  

 

 

Don’t forget to join us for virtual coffee hour after the service through Zoom!  

Check your email from Sandy for details. 


